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STATE FOR NEA/AFN, A FOR HOWE, AND H 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OREP, MO 

SUBJECT: CODEL SMITH: INTERVIEW WITH CONGRESSMAN SMITH IN AL 
MAGHRIB 

1. AL MAGHRIB, RECENTLY INAUGURATED FRENCH-LANGUAGE DAILY 
(BACKED BY PRIME MINISTER OSMAN WITH ESTIMATED COUNTRYWIDE 
CIRCULATION OF 10,000), CARRIED FRONT-PAGE INTERVIEW WITH 
CONGRESSMAN NEAL SMITH (D, IOWA) IN ITS SATURDAY, JANUARY 

21 EDITION. 

2. INTERVIEW, CONDUCTED JANUARY 16 IN RABAT, STRIKES US 
AS HIGHLY USEFUL PUBLIC AFFAIRS FALLOUT FROM CODEL'S 
JANUARY 14-17 VISIT TO MOROCO. IN ADDITION TO POSITIVE 
COMMENTS ON MOROCCAN PARLIAMENTARY EXPERIMENT AND PRAISE 
FOR LOCAL HOSPITALITY, INTERVIEW PROVIDES MASS READERSHIP 
WITH SOME CONCISE AND READILY ACCESSIBLE INSIGHTS REGARDING 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CONGRESS AND EXECUTIVE BRANCH. IN 
COUNTRY SUCH AS MOROCCO, WEHRE UMS. POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS 
ARE AT BEST IMPERFECTLY UNDERSTOOD, CONGRESSMAN SMITH'S 
REMARKS WERE TIMELY CONTRIBUTION TO MISSION'S OWN 
INFORMATION EFFORT. CANDID TONE OF INTERVIEW CAN ALSO 

BE CONSIDERED A PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSET. 
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3. FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW AS GIVEN 
IN ENGLISH AND LATER TRANSLATED INTO FRENCH FOR PUBLICATION. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

Q. YOU HAVE STATED THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE EVOLUTION 
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OF THE ELECTED INSTITUTIONS IN MOROCCO. AFTER YOUR MEETINGS 
WITH MR. DEY OULD SIDI BABA, PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES, COULD YOU TELL US HOW YOU PERCEIVE THIS EVOLUTION? 

A. I PERCEIVE IT AS ONE WHICH CANNOT BE SUCCESSFULLY 
ACCOMPLISHED OVERNIGHT, BUT THE DESIRE IS THERE, AND IN 
EVERY COUNTRY, I THINK, THE PEOPLE ARE INTERESTED IN THESE 
KINDS OF EVOLUTIONS AND MUST FIGURE OUT WHAT'S BEST FOR THAT 
PARTICULAR COUNTRY. WHAT WOULD BE BEST FOR ONE COUNTRY 
WOULD NOT NECESSARILY BE BEST FOR ANOTHER, BUT THEY MUST 
LOOK AT ALL THE AVAILABLE MODELS AND PERCEIVE THAT WHICH 
IS BEST FOR THAT PARTICULAR COUNTRY. AND SO IT WILL HAPPEN - 
IT CAN HAPPEN - AND IT WILL NOT HAPPEN JUST IN A YEAR OR TWO, 

BUT THE BASICS ARE THERE SO THAT IT CAN HAPPEN. 

Q. HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE DEMOCRATIC EXPERIENCE IN THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRIES SUCH AS THE ONE TAKING PLACE IN OUR COUNTRY? 

A. IT IS MORE DIFFICULT. ACTUALLY, THAT IS THE REASON 
THAT IT CANNOT BE ACHIEVED JUST OVERNIGHT. AND IN A DEVELOPING 
COUNTRY, PEOPLE ARE MOST INTERESTED IN GETTING A LITTLE BETTER 
INCOME, AND A LITTLE MORE IN THE WAY OF THE KINDS OF 
NECESSITIES THEY PERCEIVE THAT THEY NEED; AND SO IF 
THEY HAVEN'T HAD A COMPLETE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS BEFORE 
THAT, THAT'S PROBABLY WHAT THEY'RE MORE INTERESTED IN 
THAN ANYTHING ELSE; AND SO IT'S NECESSARY TO TRY TO 
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HAVE BOTH AT THE SAME TIME. AND SO THIS COMES ABOUT 
IN MANY WAYS. IF A COUNTRY HAS A LOT OF UNTAPPED 
RESOURCES, THEN PEOPLE CAN USE THOSE RESOURCES BY 
DEVELOPING THE SKILLS THAT ARE NECESSARY TO EXPLOIT 
THEM. IF THEY DON'T HAVE A LOT OF UNTAPPED RESOURCES, 

THEN OF COURSE IT'S MORE NECESSARY TO HAVE THE BASICS 
IN THE WAY OF EDUCATION SO THAT THEY CAN BETTER USE 
WHATEVER RESOURCES ARE THERE. AND SO ALL OF THESE 
FRONTS MUST BE ATTACKED AT THE SAME TIME. 

Q. DO YOU THINK THAT MOROCCO CAN SERVE AS AN EXAMPLE 
TO OTHER COUNTRIES, AND SUCCEED, WHEN WE HEAR FROM ALL 
OVER ABOUT COUNTRIES WHERE TYRANTS OR MILITARY DICTATOR- 
SHIPS REIGN? 

A. WELL, MOROCCO IS VERY STRATEGICALLY LOCATED, AND IF 
IT COULD ACQUIRE THE STATUS OF BEING A MODEL, THEN IT 
WOULD BE VERY GOOD; AND ACTUALLY, IN SOME WAYS, MORE 
INFLUENCE CAN BE ACUQIRED THROUGH BEING A GOOD EXAMPLE, 

AND MORE INFLUENCE CAN BE ACQUIRED WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS 
THAT WAY, THAN WITH THE MILITARY. BUT OF COURSE YOU MUST 
DEFEND YOURSELF AND ALWAYS HAVE THE RIGHT AND THE OPPORTUNITY 
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TO PURSUE YOUR DEMOCRATIC PROCESS AT THE SAME TIME. 

YES, MOROCCO COULD BE AN EXAMPLE THAT OTHER COUNTRIES 
ON THIS CONTINENT COULD EOLLOW. 

Q. HOW WILL THE CONTACT BETWEEN THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OE THE U.S. AND MOROCCO REINFORCE THE EXISTING TIES 
BETWEEN THE TWO INSTITUTIONS? 

A. IT WILL HELP WITH BETTER UNDERSTANDING. THAT'S 
WHAT IS LACKING. THE WORLD IS SO SMALL NOW THAT WE FIND 
OURSELVES WITHIN A FEW HOURS OF VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF THE 
WORLD AND YET WE DON'T KNOW THAT MUCH ABOUT THEM. IT IS 
NOT POSSIBLE FOR ALL THE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES TO KNOW 
WHAT THEY'D LIKE TO KNOW ABOUT ALL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. 
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SO IT WOULD HELP IF SOME OF THE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 
HERE AND OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CAME TO THE UNITED 
STATES AND HAD SOME EXPOSURE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES, 
ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAPPEN TO DEAL IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 
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Q. IT IS SAID THAT CONGRESS CAUSES PRESIDENT CARTER 
MANY HEADACHES. IS THAT TRUE? AND HOW? 

A. I THINK THAT'S THE SYSTEM. CONGRESS IS SUPPOSED TO 
CAUSE THE PRESIDENT HEADACHES AND THE PRESIDENT IS 
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SUPPOSED TO CAUSE THE CONGRESS HEADACHES. A REPRESENTATIVE 
GOVERNMENT OR A DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT IS NOT 
DESIGNED TO BE EFFICIENT. IT IS DESIGNED TO BE SUPPORTED 
BY THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF PEOPLE. IT IS MORE TROUBLE FOR 
THE PRESIDENT TO HAVE TO GET THE CONGRESS TO APPROVE 
HIS BUDGET, AND IT'S MORE TROUBLE FOR THE CONGRESS TO 
HAVE TO GET THE PRESIDENT TO APPROVE A BIT .1 .WE'VE PASSED. 

THAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OUR SYSTEM, FOR EXAMPLE, 

AND THE ENGLISH PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM. WE EACH HAVE OUR 
OWN RESPOSIBILITY AND IF WE DON'T AGREE, THE PRESIDENT 
CAN VETO A BILL, AND THEN WE HAVE TO HAVE A TWO-THIRDS 
VOTE TO OVERRIDE HIS VETO. AND SO WE WORK TOGETHER - 
IT'S NOT EFFICIENT - BUT WE BELIEVE THAT IN THE LONG RUN, 

IT'S BEST TO HAVE SOME DELAYS AND TO HAVE THE CONSENT OF 
THE GOVERNED. 

Q. AMERICAN SOCIETY AND FOREIGN POLICY SEEM TO BE TAKING 
A NEW DIRECTION. COULD YOU DEFINE IT FOR US? 

A. WELL, WE CHANGE DIRECTIONS FAIRLY OFTEN IN AMERICA. 
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IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO DEFINE. WE ARE GOING THROUGH A 
PERIOD NOW WHERE WE HAVE A LOT OF YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
NOT BEEN THROUGH A SEVERE DEPRESSION. THEY HAVE NOT 
TASTED THE HARDSHIPS THAT SOME OF THEIR ELDERS TASTED 
AND SO THEY HAVE A DIFFERENT OUTLOOK. IN OTHER WORDS, 

THEY'RE NOT AS MATERIALISTIC AS THOSE WHO WENT THROUGH A 
SEVERE DEPRESSION. I WAS A LITTLE BOY AT THE TIME BUT I 
WELL REMEMBER SOUP LINES AND A VERY BAD EXPERIENCE. THEY 
THINK MORE IN TERMS OF "I WANT TO BE SURE I HAVE SOMETHING 
TO MEET MY NECESSITIES, SOMETHING TO MEET MY MATERIAL NEEDS." 
THOSE WHO HAVEN'T BEEN EXPOSED TO THAT KIND OF DIFFICULTY 
ARE MORE INTERESTED IN SOME OF THE MORE NON- 
MATERIALISTIC THINGS; BUT WE HAVE TO BLEND THESE 
THINGS, AND PERHAPS THERE'S SOME OF BOTH THAT'S 
NECESSARY, AND IT'S GOOD TO GET IT ALL BLENDED 
TOGETHER. 

Q. DOES THE AMERICAN CONGRESS CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
CHANGES THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN AMERICAN FOREIGN 
POLICY? 

A. YES, IT DOES. WE HAVE ALL AGES AND WE HAVE A 
CROSS-SECTION THERE. WE HAVE PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS 
OF LIFE. I THINK SOME CONTRIBUTION IS MADE THERE. 

AGAIN, WE'RE NOT EXPECTED IN THE CONGRESS TO BE A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE AS IT WOULD 
BE IN BRITAIN OR FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR THE 
PRESIDENT AS IT IS IN THE UNITED STATES. BUT IN MANY 
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CASES THEY MUST HAVE OUR CONSENT. I HAPPEN TO SEVE 
ON THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE - THIS DELEGATION DES- 
APPROPRIATIONS MUST BE MADE ANNUALLY AND IF WE DON'T 
APPROVE OF SOMETHING THAT'S BEING DONE BY THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH OR THE PRESIDENT, WE JUST DON'T GIVE HIME ANY 
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR THAT PURPOSE FOR THE NEXT YEAR. AND 
SO WE HAVE TO WORK TOGETHER. 

I . THANK YOU VERY MUCH. IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE THAT 
YOU'D LIKE TO LET US KNOW? 

A. THIS IS OBVIOUSLY ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COUNTRIES 
IN THE WORLD AND THE PEOPLE HERE ARE BEAUTIFUL. 

THEY ARE HOSPITABLE. IT'S BEEN A GREAT EXPERIENCE 
FOR THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO BE HERE. I ONLY 
WISH IT WERE POSSIBLE FOR ALL OF THE MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS TO BE IN MOROCCO FOR THE FEW DAYS THAT WE 
HAVE BEEN AND I WISH IT WERE POSSIBLE FOR ME TO STAY 
LONGER. 

END TEXT. 

4. FRENCH-LANGUAGE INTERVIEW AS IT APPEARED 
IN AL MAGHRIB BEING POUCHED WITH COMPLETE CODEL 
MOROCCAN PRESS FILE.ANDRSON 
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